IN THE PYRENEES there arc few valleys more beautiful than the Vallee     fewer and fewer. Once the Vallee was a, self-governing commonwealth,

d'Ossau which runs northward from the* cleft summit of the Tic clu Midi     and its people are still very independent, The women till the fields and

d'Ossau, o,46S feet high. The name means the Valley of the liears, but     spin with distaff and spindle, and wear (jiuiint red hoods. The riien wear

no bears arc to be found there now, only chamois, and they are becoming     clothes of brown wool that are brightened by gay sashes.